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SUBJECT: MARCHAIS SAYS PCF COULD VOTE FOR DIRECT ELEC- 
TION OF EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, IE... 

SUMMARY: PCF LEADER GEORGES MARCHAIS SAID APRIL 17 THAT 
HIS PARTY COULD SUPPORT A LAW PROVIDING EOR THE DIRECT 
POPULAR ELECTION OE FRENCH REPRESENTATIVES TO THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, IE SUCH A LAW CONTAINS A "SOLEMN 
AND BINDING PLEDGE" THAT SUCH REPRESENTATIVES WILL NOT 
BE PERMITTED TO THREATEN NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE OR SOVER- 
EIGNTY. APPEARING ON EUROPE NO. 1 MARCHAIS ALSO REAF- 
FIRMED THAT THE UPCOMING UNION OF THE LEFT SUMMIT WILL 
"UPDATE" (RATHER THAN RENEGOTIATE) THE COMMON PROGRAM 
AND WILL NOT BE MARKED BY "HARDENING" OF POSITIONS OR 
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BY "EXCESSIVE DEMANDS." END SUMMARY. 

1. THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: MARCHAIS' STATEMENT, WHILE 
NOT GOING BEYOND WHAT THE PCF HAS SAID IN PRIVATE FOR 
SOME MONTHS, DOES BRING THE PARTY TO THE POINT OF 
PUBLICLY SUPPORTING THE CONCEPT OP A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, 
PROVIDING THAT SUCH AN ASSEMBLY DOES NOT THREATEN RIGHTS 
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AND PREROGATIVES PROPERLY BELONGING TO THE FRENCH NA- 
TIONAL ASSEMBLY. IN CALLING FOR SUCH GUARANTEES OF NATIO- 
NAL SOVEREIGNTY, THE PCF HAS TAKEN A POSITION NEARLY 
IDENTICAL TO THAT OF THE GAULLISTS AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
HAS LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR A COMPROMISE ON THIS QUES- 
TION WITH THE SOCIALISTS. 

2. A STEP FORWARD?: WHILE SOME OBSERVERS ARE CALLING 
THE PCF STATEMENT A MAIOR STEP FORWARD AND AN ALIGNMENT 
OF THE FRENCH PARTY WITH THE "EUROCOMMUNIST " MOVEMENT 
(COMING SHORTLY AFTER GISCARD NOTED PCF DIVERGENCE FROM 
PCI STAND), IT MIGHT BE MORE ACCURATE TO SAY THAT THE 
PCF HAS NOW CHOSEN TO SPOTLIGHT THE POSITIVE SIDE OF A 
CONTINUING POSITION. RATHER THAN BEGINNING WITH OUTRIGHT 
REJECTION OF A EUROPEAN ASSEMBLY BASED ON FEAR OF EXCES- 
SIVE POWERS (FOLLOWING WHICH THE MANNER OF SELECTING 
DELEGATES BECOMES A CONTRIBUTING BUT TRIVIAL FACTOR), THE 
PCF NOW BEGINS BY FIRST AGREEING THAT DIRECT POPULAR 
ELECTION IS THE BEST, MOST DEMOCRATIC WAY TO SELECT 
REPRESENTATIVES AND THEN PROCEEDS TO THE CORE ARGUMENTS 
CONCERNING THE LIMITATION OF THE POWERS OF THESE DELEGA- 
TES, AND HENCE OF THE PARLIAMENT. IN SHORT, THE PCF 
STANDS TO GAIN BY APPEARING MORE REASONABLE AND DEMOCRA- 
TIC-MINDED, BY BEING AS GAULLIST AS THE GAULLISTS, AND 
BY AVOIDING AN UGLY CONFRONTATION WITH THE SOCIALISTS 
(WHO ARE COMMITTED BY IDEOLOGY TO SUPPORTING A EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT), WHILE MAINTAINING ITS BASIC POSITION OF 
HOSTILITY TOWARD ANY POSSIBILITY OF AN UNFETTERED, UN- 
CONTROLLABLE EUROPEAN INSTITUTION. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 PARIS 1 1299 181709Z 

HARLAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PARTY LINE, PARTY LEADERS, ELECTIONS, REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, MEETING DELEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PARIS1 1299 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 34-0948 

Format: TEL 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770447/aaaabogs.tel 

Line Count: 98 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b96e3aa3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2775386 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MARCHAIS SAYS PCF COULD VOTE FOR DIRECT ELEC- TION OF EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, IF... SUMMARY: PCF LEADER 

GEORGES MARCHAIS SAID APRIL 1 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, FR, (MARCHAIS, GEORGES) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b96e3aa3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



